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L Robert Leonard.

By Robert Grau
WHAT has become of the matineeIdol? Where la the Adonis

of yesteryear over whom the
matinee girl was wont to rave? Has
the cruel camera man robbed the
stage calling of all of the handsome
jcune premiers of other days?
nor mi, h we are 10 Deneve duo

Hllllard, himself an Idol of the stage.
He swears be will never desert to the
screen. He calls the vogue of the
movies a mere diversion for the low

foreheads; yet, In the same breath,
he deplores the invasion of filmdom
by such one-time matinee idols as

William and Dustin Farnum, Robert
Edeson, William Elliott, "Jack" Barry,
more and Robert Warwick.
"The motion picture is the guillotineof the drama," says Hr. Hllllard.

Less than a year ago he was out in

Los Angeios; where there are no less
than 60 film studios, and was bombardedwith offers. What amazed him
most was the spectacle of a one-time
member of his company, Thomas H.
Ince, now a millionaire, sending for
him and asking him to write his own

contract Hilliard declined; but Incr
says hl3 attitude toward the screen
would not have been the same had
be not just then been wedded to a

well known heiress.
It Is.only a truth to state that most

of the matinee idols are now intrenchedin the motion picture field
where salaries are paid with clock-
like regularity for 62 weeks in the
year. Where else can they have their
evenings to themselves and spend
much of their time in the open air?
Many producers have camped on

the trail of John Drew, the greatest
matinee idol of this stage generation.
While the late Charles Frohman lived
Mr. Drew was deaf to all of the importunities,even refusing an audience
to the ambassador of Daniel Frohman,now a pillar of the picture play
Industry. Drew has been offered
$100,000, which he declined as if it
were an insult.
When DeWolf Hopper capitulated

to the lure of an annual $125,000. and
bad already started for California,
John Drew was at least willing to

listen. The successors to Charles
Frohman have been so depressed at
the loss of Blllio Burke, who has just
been signed up by the aforesaid
Thomas H. Ince at a guarantee of
$40,000 for four weeks' work on oue

feature film, that they are despairing
over the possibility of losing not only
John Drew but also Maude Adams.

It is doubtful if John Drew will
enter a film studio short of a quarter
of a million dollars for one year.

Hot a few of the idolized youths
rho are the vogue in the drama of
dlence came Into the film studio unknown;they possessed what the

great photoplay directors call "ploturepersonalities."
is recently as five years ago

.lames Young was tempting fate "on
tl,e road" with "Brown of Harvard."
j. Ms company were J. Warren Kerriganand Carlyle Blackwell. Neither
ever created a ripple on the speakIngstage.a salary of $40 a week
looked big to them. But when
the; went Into pictures It was all
different. Their pay now is such as

a grand opera diva might envy.
Miurice Barrymoro died before his

children became famous. The same

vaudeville mpgnate who paid most
reluctantly $600 a week to the entire
Uarrymore family, now pay $3000 a

to Ethel, and. $1600 .a week to

"Jack-" All of the. younger Barry-
ujeres have been captured by the

jnovies." "Jack" and'Lionel aire matt-
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neo idois; but the Idols ot the screei
in a job lot would sot present tbi
majestic and all-compelling specuicli
ot the Maurice ilarryinore, whc
"laii ly t'aaciuuud auUieaies (.- i -rI
emotional women" In the halcyoi
days ot old Wallack's.
George Rignold. ot years ngonc

enjoyed his amazing vogue with the
matinee girl to such an extent thai
his managers were constantly orlgl
natlng novel ideas with Intent to pro
long what was the longest run cvet
recorded tor a Shakespearian produc
tlon. He appeared In a special per
forraance of "Romeo and Juliet," Bup-
ported by seven Juliets.one tor eucu

scene. The prices tor seats were

doubled; speculators reaped a bar
vest. Four thousand women and less
than 100 men were packed Into a

playhouse seating 2G00. hike nil
"freak" performances, stage presen
tatlon was disappointing, aside from
Rlgnold, who never was so raved
over as on that day. Alas for the
seven Juliets! Only one.Marie Wain
wright.scored; the other six were

Just bad.oven for amateurs; bul
Miss Walnwright owes to that oppor
tunity the splendid career which hae
been hers.
Such a sight as confronted poor

Rlgnold when he emerged from the
stage door after the matinee could

' William Elliott
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l .. lie duplicated today anywhere.
3 ct root waB lined with women alx
j s deep, bent upon gazing Romeo
i !t of countenance. But Rlgnold was

, bo scared at the spectacle that ho
i heartlessly went back to his dressing
loom, where a caterer from a neighboringrestaurant provided his meals,

i Lester Wallack was idolized on

; und off the stage by women of every
age and type. It was ho who pro.dieted the sensational vogue of Hur
ry Montague and It was In Wallack's
company that Montague became the
most popular Jeune premier of tho
last half of the 19th century. Wallack
was wholly indifferent to his own
popularity.
William Favcrsham, more than any

actor of his period, attracted women
to the box office. Probably no matineeidol ever maintained his drawing
power longer than he; yet so straugo
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Francis Bushman.
Is the present day attitude of playgoersthat, despite the fact that Ills
last new play was the best vehlclo he
has ever had the handsome actor was
forced Into vaudeville and now. havingmade his debut on the screen, has
decided to continue, thus adding one
more stage idol to the Increasing list
of Dim stars.

In the same fllm company Is Fran-
els X. Bushman, a striking illustration
of changed conditions in the amusementfield. Bushman is not only
featured far moro extensively than
Favctyham, hut it is a truth that ho
is paid $50,000 a year, though on the
stage he never received more than
$50 a week. If you will ask the first
100 patrons of the photoplay which
of the two they prcfor you will be
told by the majority that they would
not exchange Bushman for all the
stage stars.
Robert B. Mantell has Just deserted

the stage for the screen. He was
such a compelling figure when he
played with Fanny Davenport In
"Fedora" that ho became convinced
a stellar career was the natural outcome;but strangely enough, from the
very day he was conspicuouslyfeatured as anindividualstar, his box of(Icevalue with woman
audiences lessened. It
was thus that .Mantell MM
gradually emerged into a Jfl

Faveraham.
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John Drew.
prolonged period ot Shakespearian
portrayals.
What has become of Henry E.

Dlxey, who, as Adonis, was an admirationon both sides of the AtlantloT
He Is Just as handsome now and a
mucn Doner actor man men, out ms
advent today In a new role would
create not a ripple of that genuine
lntereit which a blue generation of
playgoers bestows now so rarely.

An Electric Floor Brush.
AN Improved electric 'brush for

polishing wood floors uses
an electric motor at the .top v3«3|

and a large round flat brush underneaththe motor. To keep the motor
from turning about along with the
brush, there Is used a steadying de- .

vice In the shape of a pair of squareshapedflat brushes at the sides ot
the central one. Each square brush
Is mounted on the end of a shaft projecting'fromthe middle casing and
Is geared up so that the shaft works
In and out as a plunger, so as to producea to-and-fro movement of the
side brushes. This steadies the whole
set and at the same time allows of >3
moving the whole very rapidly over
the floor by means of the longhandle.

In Uprw»y vapclnatlon la not compulsory;but a person cannot vpta s Sj
at an election unless he has been


